$2      HINDU TALES FROM THE SANSKRIT
leave the palace alive; but that is all I will say."
"But that is not enough/' said Rupa-Sikha. *e Say after me, Not a hair of his head shall be harmed, amd I will treat him as an honoured guest, or your eyes will never rest on him/'
At last the magician promised, thinking to himself that he would find some way of disposing of Sringa-Bhuja, if he did not fancy him for a son-in-law. The words she wanted to hear were hardly out of her father's mouth before Rupa-Sikha sped away, as if on the wings of the wind, full of hope that all would be well. She found her lover anxiously awaiting her, and quickly explained how matters stood. " You had better say nothing about me to my father at first," she said; " but only talk about him and all you have heard of him. If only you could get him to like you and want to keep you with him, it would help us very much. Then you could pretend that you must go back to your own land; and rather thfan allow you to do so, he will be anxious for us to be married and to live here with him."
9.  Do you think the advice Rupa-Sikha gave to Sringa-Bhuja was good ?
10.  Can you suggest anything else she might have done ?
CHAPTER VI.
SBINGA-BHOTA loved Rupa-Sikha so much that he was ready to obey her in**whatevet she asked. So he at once went with Her to ihe palace. On every side he signs of the strength and power of the magician.